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Half Term 1 
Unit Title 

Subject Content / Knowledge 

Definition of a natural hazard. Types of natural hazard. Factors affecting hazard risk. 
Plate tectonics theory. Global distribution of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions and their relationship to 
plate margins. Physical processes taking place at different types of plate margin (constructive, destructive 
and conservative) that lead to earthquakes and volcanic activity. 
Primary and secondary effects of a tectonic hazard. Immediate and long-term responses to a tectonic 
hazard. Use named examples to show how the effects and responses to a tectonic hazard vary between 
two areas of contrasting levels of wealth. 
Reasons why people continue to live in areas at risk from a tectonic hazard. How monitoring, prediction, 
protection and planning can reduce the risks from a tectonic hazard. 

Skills  

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales  
AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes; the interrelationships between places, environments and processes  
AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and 
issues to make judgements. 
AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 

Assessment Mid-term assessment and written assessment of at least 1 answer to GCSE 12 mark question 

Half Term 2 
Unit Title Subject Content / Knowledge 

General atmospheric circulation model: pressure belts and surface winds. 
Global distribution of tropical storms (hurricanes, cyclones, typhoons). An understanding of the 
relationship between tropical storms and general atmospheric circulation. Causes of tropical storms and 
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the sequence of their formation and development. The structure and features of a tropical storm. How 
climate change might affect the distribution, frequency and intensity of tropical storms. 
Primary and secondary effects of tropical storms. Immediate and long-term responses to tropical storms. 
Use a named example of a tropical storm to show its effects and responses. How monitoring, prediction, 
protection and planning can reduce the effects of tropical storms. 
An example of a recent extreme weather event in the UK to illustrate: • causes • social, economic and 
environmental impacts • how management strategies can reduce risk. Evidence that weather is becoming 
more extreme in the UK. 

Skills 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales  
AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes; the interrelationships between places, environments and processes  
AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and 
issues to make judgements. 
AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 

Assessment End of term assessment and written assessment of at least 1 answer to GCSE 12 mark question 

Half Term 3 
Unit Title 

Subject Content / Knowledge 

Evidence for climate change from the beginning of the Quaternary period to the present day. Possible 
causes of climate change: • natural factors – orbital changes, volcanic activity and solar output • human 
factors – use of fossil fuels, agriculture and deforestation. Overview of the effects of climate change on 
people and the environment. 
Managing climate change: • mitigation – alternative energy production, carbon capture, planting trees, 
international agreements • adaptation – change in agricultural systems, managing water supply, reducing 
risk from rising sea levels. 

Skills 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales  
AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes; the interrelationships between places, environments and processes  
AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and 
issues to make judgements. 
AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 
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Assessment Mid-term assessment and written assessment of at least 1 answer to GCSE 12 mark question 

Half Term 4 
Unit Title 

Subject Content / Knowledge 

The global pattern of urban change. Urban trends in different parts of the world including HICs and LICs. 
Factors affecting the rate of urbanisation – migration (push–pull theory), natural increase. The emergence 
of megacities. 
A case study of a major city in an LIC or NEE to illustrate: • the location and importance of the city, 
regionally, nationally and internationally • causes of growth: natural increase and migration • how urban 
growth has created opportunities: • social: access to services – health and education; access to resources – 
water supply, energy • economic: how urban industrial areas can be a stimulus for economic development 
• how urban growth has created challenges: • managing urban growth – slums, squatter settlements • 
providing clean water, sanitation systems and energy • providing access to services – health and education 
• reducing unemployment and crime • managing environmental issues – waste disposal, air and water 
pollution, traffic congestion. An example of how urban planning is improving the quality of life for the 
urban poor. 

Skills 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales  
AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes; the interrelationships between places, environments and processes  
AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and 
issues to make judgements. 
AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 

Assessment Mid-term assessment and written assessment of at least 1 answer to GCSE 12 mark question 

Half Term 5 
Unit Title Subject Content / Knowledge 

Overview of the distribution of population and the major cities in the UK. A case study of a major city in the 
UK to illustrate: • the location and importance of the city in the UK and the wider world • impacts of 
national and international migration on the growth and character of the city • how urban change has 
created opportunities: • social and economic: cultural mix, recreation and entertainment, employment, 
integrated transport systems • environmental: urban greening • how urban change has created challenges: 
• social and economic: urban deprivation, inequalities in housing, education, health and employment • 
environmental: dereliction, building on brownfield and greenfield sites, waste disposal • the impact of 
urban sprawl on the rural–urban fringe, and the growth of commuter settlements. An example of an urban 
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regeneration project to show: • reasons why the area needed regeneration • the main features of the 
project. 

Skills 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales  
AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes; the interrelationships between places, environments and processes  
AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and 
issues to make judgements. 
AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 

Assessment End of term assessment and written assessment of at least 1 answer to GCSE 12 mark question 

Half Term 6 
Unit Title 

Subject Content / Knowledge 

An example of a small scale UK ecosystem to illustrate the concept of interrelationships within a natural 
system, an understanding of producers, consumers, decomposers, food chain, food web and nutrient 
cycling. The balance between components. The impact on the ecosystem of changing one component. An 
overview of the distribution and characteristics of large scale natural global ecosystems. 
The physical characteristics of a tropical rainforest. The interdependence of climate, water, soils, plants, 
animals and people. How plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions. Issues related to biodiversity. 
Changing rates of deforestation. A case study of a tropical rainforest to illustrate: • causes of deforestation 
– subsistence and commercial farming, logging, road building, mineral extraction, energy development, 
settlement, population growth • impacts of deforestation – economic development, soil erosion, 
contribution to climate change. 
Value of tropical rainforests to people and the environment. Strategies used to manage the rainforest 
sustainably – selective logging and replanting, conservation and education, ecotourism and international 
agreements about the use of tropical hardwoods, debt reduction. 

Skills 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales  
AO2: Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes; the interrelationships between places, environments and processes  
AO3: Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and 
issues to make judgements. 
AO4: Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings. 
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Assessment End of year assessment and written assessment of at least 1 answer to GCSE 12 mark question 
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